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Wagerfront Hlﬂory By Professor Lial Ultan

Ithough The Bronx is the aly one of New York City's &e boroughs that

is pat of the mainland,it is surounded on threesidesby waer. It is not
surprising, therefore that its wagrfront has plged an inportant pat in its
growth and devéopment.

The ®@¢ use & Bronx wakerswas Pr transpatation and ommerce. Until
the alvent of railroads wate transpatation was the easiest angeapesform
of travel Colonial sétlers huilt docks from their watefront property to moor
boas and ships toxehangegoods with NewYork City at the ip of Manhattan.
The town of Wegcheste maintained a dck on Westcheste Cree&k where toats
came up the Eastier from New Yok twice weekly to excrangegoods. A simi-
lar dock seved the bwn of Eatchesteon the HitchinsonRiverwhae New Yark
bods arivedwedly via Long Island $und. Stme was garried on the maneo
of Fordham and shiped by bat alog the Harlen and East Rers. Benjamin
Pamer envisionad Cty Island as the rga entrepa for the entire Long Idand
Souwnd regbn. Gauverneur Morris @ve diredions to ptential visitors to sall
up the East Rer past bday's Rardalls Island ¢ his hane. Similarly, Elizabeth
Colden Delance instucted he fathe, Cadvallade Colden,to come by boat
alongthe East Rer into the Bonx Rver to the dck ste and hehusband Peer
Delancg, maintained atVeg Farms.

In the ningeenth century, brdan L. Mott built the Mott Haven Canal
off the Harlem Rver for commercial shiping, ard his avn dock was Iccated
there a the iiver besidehis iron foundry. Gouverneur Morris 1l promoted Port
Morris asa @ommercial landing as &ll. As the aly Bronx degp waer port, oil
tankes unloaded their cago into pipelines thee in the twentieth certury. The
Harlem River Ship Canal was cut thugh Sputen Duyvil to allow deg-draft
ships b travel between the Hidsonand East Rers. Nineteenth century passen-
ger seambats plie the Harlen and East Rers docking at Landing Bad in
Fordham, Morris Dock (now Morris Heights), Highlridgeand Mott Haven to
carry ommuters b Wall St Today, passengr ferries ack at Yankee Staium.
Som, ®hng boats will land at the new ®sh nedirk Hunts Rint.

In the ningeenth century, however, the use bthe Bonx waerfront also
was sen forrecregion and anusementGouverneur Morris enjoyed castingfor
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®4$ off Sobny Idand (how Prt Morris), and ®&hing for bass \th his friends in
a hoatin the Harlen River. The opening d High Bridge in 184&tracted tour-
ists b cross it br the sgctaclar view This lal to an anusement parlopening
just below the spanHotels peredto seveguests. Other amusement parks later
opened alongthe East Rer at Oak Pint and $undview Wealthy men estab-
lishedyach dubs on the Hrlem in Highbridge,on the Hudsonin Riverdale,
alongthe East Rer in Port Morris and on Long Idand Sund on Gty Island.
A stae-mandatd commission purchaseBeham Bay Pak in 1888to bethe
Newport of the massé@swhere aryone could ®h bathe,and sail vithout join-
ing a posh gch dub. In 1937 the nev Orchard Beah was ddedto the recie-
ational fatilities of this shaefront park. Today, thereare plans to build a majo
golf coursein SoundviewPak with its waerfront views.Plans are alsoeing
gereraed to createrecredional sites along theudison,Harlem and East Rer
watefronts in The Bonx.

Thus,the Bonx wagerfront is sill usedfor travel cmommerceand eceation.
It is a major fator in the baough's histoy.§
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