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Wagerfront HISth By Naman J. Bouwer

The gowth of the Prt of Nev York was one 6 the majo American siccess
staries d the industrial age. After almost tw eenturiesof fairly equd staus

with the prts d Boston, Philadlphia and @arlesbn, New York rose in the
seond quarter ofthe 19" century to where it was hanlihg more trade than al

of these prts @mbined. It would reman the husiest prt in North America
until 1989 Around 1912New York became the bsiest prt in the world, a posi-
tion it held br ove half a entury.

The EastRiver side of Manhattan was favaed during the saling sip era
beaus of ts shdter from prevaling wegerly winds, ard from ice ®ming
down the Hudson Fom 1715to 1815this shaeline was seadily moved out
into theRiverthrough land®l, allowingthe laying aut of a siccesson of wder-
front streds, @st Water Sted, then Front Sreet, ard @naly, South Stred. In
the process the slipsindenting the $iore were@ledin. The bcdions of two
of them are still indicated by the wide dreetsnear the Saith Stred Historic
District, which sill bearthe namesPek Slip and Buling Slip.

One of New York's unique alvantagesasa ®aprt was its acessto the
interior ofthe cantinert, whichsewvedas an ear-expandng hinterland supply-
ing canmodities or export and providing a gowing market for imports. The
HudsonRiver, navigable for almog 150miles pas®sthrough the Appalachian
Mountains in the highlandsaround West Point. In the mid-1820sthis aenue
for canmerce waslinked, by congruction of the Erie Caral, nat only with the
rich farmlands of certral New York Sate kut, through the Great Lakes,with
much of theinterior of the continert.

In 1846New York sav the launching of the Ranbaw, theworld's ®< clip-
per shp, atthe $nith & Dimon Shpyard on the exstside of Manhattan. High
pro®s © be madein the Chinesetea trade werethe initial simulus, but the
discowery of gdd in California just two years hte creded an een greate
demand for the® #ips. The clippers weae the largest saling vesgls of the
period, and were cesgneal to be the faged. Ther shap, gracdul hulls axd
towering rigs madethem the most beautiful saling shipsthe world had ever
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se@. The clipper ship eawasbrief. Sailing ves®ls huilt for carying capacty
rather than speed, wauld continue to beseen at pias along Souh Stred well
into theealy yeasof the20" century, but thecerter of adivity in the Port was
now shfting to theweg side of Manhattan.

In 1807 Robeat Fulton inaugurated the @< seamboat sewvice m the
Hudson with his North River. It wasnot until the 1830s that sieam ergines
beamesu@®ciently economicalin their use d fuelto be pacical for cosstwise
andtranocenic trade. Theealiestoceansteanshipswere wooden-hulledside-
wheeles, the majority produced by EastRiver shipyards, until iron congruc-
tion cameinto favor in the ealy 187G.New Yak shipbuilding remained vey
active throughthe Civil War, during which a Geenpoint builder producedthe
revoluionary warship USSMonitor, desgned by bhn Ericsson with ergines
producedby the Ddamate Iron Works locaiedon the westside of Manhattan.
Afterthewar New Ytk shipyadswent into decline.

The @< major pier on the Hudon River side d Manhattan wasbuilt at
the foot of Albany St in 1797. After reguar transatlantic sevice wasestb-
lished in 1838, the lower west side cevdoped rapidly to becane New Yak's
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steamship waerfront. By the 18%s, the Cdlins Line, the nost swceessul

American ~agtransatlantic company prior to the Civil War, was operating

out of a per at the bot of Cand . Steamsip canpanies favaed covered
piers with better protecion for caigofrom thewedher and theft. During the
18Psconstruction had begwn on a sriesof largepiers with two-starey sheds
south of Weg 23¢ St The2Chdsea Hers® ard the Ambrose Channel dredged
attheertranceto the Port during thesane yeais,mace it possble or New Yak

to acommodaethe @st giant liners of he20" century, sichasthe White Star
Line's Olympic, and Cunard Line’s Lusitania and Mauritania. The Olympic's
sisteship Titanicwas band for one of he® perswhenshewas Istin 1912

In the arly 1930s,e\en larger pierswee built betwean West48" St and
Weg 52" St, to acommodae the liners Normandie, Queen Mary ard Quee
Elizabeh. The® werethe pers nodenizedin the 197G to ceae the current
Paserger Shp Teminal. Most weg sde pierswere built with 2hea house®
at the stred that exended to meet their neighbors on ether side, efectvely
blockinganyviewof the Riverfrominland.

In the £cad half of the 20" century, new sysemsfor thetransportation
of goods lrought dramaic changesto the Pat. Caontainerization of cagowas
introduced around 196Q utilizing standardized forty-foot units asly trans-
ferred beween road, rail, water and ewen air trangortation systems. Once
it came into general use the old Pat fadlities onssting of covered piers
and warehouses, by thenin neal of major rebulding, had bemme obsokte
Teminalsdesignedto handle @ntainerswee built in Staen Island, Brooklyn,
south New Erey,ard on adjoining Newak Bayat Elizabdhport. Thes faci-
itieskept the Port of New York one of the mostacive in the Gountry, though
this ativity is rot apparent in the histaric heart of the Port, ManhattanIsland,
wheremog of theold piersard fery terminalshawe row either beencorverted
to modern usesor repacedby shaeline promenadesand parks.§
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