Que=ns

Waerfront History ByJim Drisoll

cethe ounty of Queas was made up o very independenttowns ard
illages until 189&nd is sill the least uni@dbarough of NewYak City, it is
possible to speak of the Gunsshoeline as a single entit

Janmica Bayand Rackaway. Membersof the Ganarsie fibe werethe @<
inhabitantsof this aea. e ealiest Eurpean sdtlers d Rockaway induded
Richad Cornell. There is a landm#&ed Canell Canetery in Far Rckaway.
Some of the islands inJamaica 8y were acaupied by ®$fieman in the 19
Certury. The Pockawgs were attrading \sitors for their sea beezes as ebr
as 180 The impovemert in transpatation by the arival d the long Island
Railrcadfurthered its cevdopmentas a middle andavking dass esot by 190.
The 120s saw the ektructionof the shé ®hing indistry on Jamaica 8. The
New Deal ealedto dewelgpmert of Jacdy Riis Park. After WWiswburban hous
ing projecs and dllewild Airport wae built along the By.

The North Shore. The ealiest inhalitants d the North Shoe were
the Matineoc Indians wo had sttlementsthat extended from present-day
Flushing allng nathern Long Island. The Dtch and theEnglishbegn séling
in the area aund 1645 The ealiest stlers d Baysde didnt actually settle a
the ba, but settla in an aea cded the Aley. This was a watway that traw
eledfrom Little NeckBay as far inland as th&lley Pond. There were summer
hotds o Little Neck Bay in the mid19" century that attaded vecationers
from Manhattan. he most ppular was the fcheron. The Matineocs usd
Little NeckBayfor shel ®khing and Ieal esidats would mntinueto ®# in the
Bay down to the malern era when pollution degroyed the sh# ®&h husiness.
Across from Bysde is Douglasin. In the mid19" century this was mostlan
estaeé kelongingto GeomgeDouglas. Tie arival o the long Island Railradled
to further devdopment. Douglas Manogin upscale@gal esta cevéopmenton
Little Neck Bay,was cevdopedin the ealy twentigh century. This ealy subur
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banization of the apa peventedthe ®mmercialization of the ®as. The Shore
Roadin Douglasbn is one of the few scenic shoradsin the ciy.

By the middle 6the 19" century, fadories verebuilt in CollegePRoint. The
®st, thePoppentusen hardrubber factory was estdlshed alonghe waerfront
in 1854 By the @d o the 19 century shaefront picnic gounds,sud asWitzels
Point View, were popular destinatims br outings by Manhattan plitical and
socialgroups. A fary seviceto Manhattan and théronx continued until the
opening o the Bronx-Whitesbne Bridgein the lat 180s.Whitesbne devebped
more slovly than the other Magesin this aea.A numbe of wealthybusness
men, sich asSamuellLeggeptt, built mansions alog the eautful shaeline in the
early 1800she area écane mae dewelgped ater the arival o the Long Island
Railroad in 1868. Industies and esots stated apeaing along the @ag, but
much of the ®adline remaned resdential. Beechurst, a siburban @mmunity at

Broad Channel Island South Seet Seaprt Musaum
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the eastrn erd of Whitesbne that alvetisedits magal atradions,was estdished
in the early 20century. This community emans complegly resicential.

The Upper EastRiver. The ® inhakitants were American hdians who
farmed on the upland andagheed ®$ and shk®$ from the waers of the
East Rver. The ealiest Eurpean sdtlementwas pobably the vllageof Hushing,
whichwas estdlshedby the English and Otch in 1645 This was an imgrtant
village fran the start kcaise @ its location on Hushing Greek (a tidal estiary).
The ce&k was an etive wateway from colonial dgys. Seanboat traf®cfrom
Fushing to lover Manhattan lega in the 182G. Muchof the ce& was dne
awg with whendams verebuilt to createto arti®cial lakes on th&orld's Fair
Grounds in the lat 1930s. Althoughrowing meetingstook place on Hushing
Creek unil the beghning do the 20" century, more and maoe it was leing talen
ove for commercial useBy1900gravel yads and asghalt fectories stat dotting
the shore.

To the west bthe cee isFHushing Bay. The westen shore d the by usel
to be called North Beab and kegnning in the 180s was the sitef @ Coney
Island-stye anusement park. LaGuardia Aopgt was huilt in the 1930s. Further
wes is Boway Bay. There weretwo islands & the shoe of the Bay. Berrian's
Island andRikes Island. Eerrian was eertualy attached to the mainland ¥
land@l is the nowv the site ba hugeCon Edison Plant. Rike Island,originally
farmland,is now attached to Queensby bridgeand is the hme d acity prison.
By the1870s, the ®inway family movedtheir piano fatory to northern Astaia
alongthe waer, now just east bthe Gn Ed plant,and built a @mpanytown to
gowith it.

At the extreme westen endof this part d the wagrfront isOld Astaia. The
villageof Astaria, which is locatal near the shesof Halletts Gve was inor-
porated in 1839, It was aesidential arebut there weresane fatories and othe
commercial ativities alog the shoe. Sepaating the vilage and Ward'ssland is
the famoudHell Gatechannel. long famous as argveyad for ships, the Any
Corps d Enginersdetonated a sdes d explosias in the 180s and1830s that
dedroyedsubmergdrocks and meeit a relatvely safe passage.

WestQueens. Dutch andEnglish farmes arrivedin the midde o the 7™
certury. Three d the ealy communities were Ravenswaod, Hunters Point and
Dutch Kills. Raveaswaod was the namefa cammunity of beautiful estagés m
the East Rer that disajpeaed by the ealy 20" century as the ara lecane mae
commercial. t is now knevn mostlyas the sé d hugeCon Edison Plants. The
commercial cevdopmentof Hunters Point took off with the arival o the Long
Island Railradand reguar ferry seviceto Manhattan in the 180s. B the 180s
the shoe of Hunters Point was lined \th oil re®neies induding one evned by
Standard Oil. e area aund theDutch Kills,a kranch of the Newbwn Creek,
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undewent a similar @vdopmentwith the arival df railroad sewice and a pw-
ing need dr industrial space.

The Quensard Brooklyn coasts d Newbwn Cre&k havebea industiial enters
sincethe mid- 19" century. The @4 setlementin Queenswas inMaspéh near the @ek
in 1642. Destoyed by thelndiansa seond sdtlementwas @ Snith Islandjust df the
EasRiver coag. In the edy 18009eWitt Clinton had hissmmerresdencén Maspéh
near the ae&. Sourredbythe needfor industrial production more and meefadories
wete keing built along wibwn Creek beghning in thel 860s.9mith Island(later caled
FurmanIslang was attghel to the mainlandThe Furman esta was nceknown
for its trout streans, nowit was ®edwith waehauses and tories.The industries in
this area ereof the dittiest typeb oil re®ring, manufacuring fertili zers tanning,add
produdion, etc.By 1900the creek was anwronmental nightmae.§

JimDrisoll is Vice President of the Queens HistoricalySoci
Sources: Ne York City Compehasive Watdront Plan; the QuensBorough Chamber
of Commerce various books by Vincenegried; Various old nespaper aficles..
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